
 

 
 
Beyond the fact that we have shown the ENB has blatantly lied about remaining landfill life  
(They said landfills full by 2018 – we showed the figures that using the sewage system to handle daily 
food waste, we do in fact have 39 years of landfill life left. Then there is the odd lie that our recycling 
rate was 52% where it is more likely in the 20% range here after removing the transit waste from 
overseas the lying ENB was including in its ‘local recycling’.) 
 
Herewith a missive form the Sierra Club Canada: 
 
To my colleagues in Florence Italy and elsewhere; While not widely known last Oct. the Regional Gov't 
cancelled a planned 300,000 TPA incinerator due, in very large part, to the advocacy of Sierra Club 
Canada with help from Linda Gasser among others. 
What was so rewarding was that in early 2015 we were told the plan was far too along to be stopped 
Six months later we had it stopped    
Please see below -     The delegate referred to is me 
  
Peel Region (similar to County), Ontario, Canada, is directly West of Toronto and has a total population 
of 1,000,000  
in the Cities of Mississauga and Brampton and the Town of Caledon. 
The Region currently generates roughly 580,000 TPA of waste and currently diverts 45%  
  
In addition the attached article published in Solid Waste and Recycling Magazine outlines  
http://www.no-burn.org/downloads/Rod-Muir-Peeling-away-layers-from-WTE.pdf 
the step by step argument against incineration that we have used to great effect in Peel and elsewhere 
including Ottawa  
  
To summarize 
  
It's what remains in so-called "Residual" waste that makes waste so incredibly inefficient as a fuel. 
And therefore so costly as a means of producing power. 
In addition incineration is by far a net contributor to GHG's.  
Furthermore smog and other emissions are produced.   
Plus two types of ash - one highly toxic. 
Finally, incineration diverts time money and ideas away from diversion. 
  
Thanks 
Rod Muir 
Waste Diversion and Sustainability Chair, Sierra Club Canada Foundation 
                         
  
Peel Region opts to axe $634M energy recovery plant  
  
After some five years of planning, four pre-qualified project proponents, and $7.2 million spent on 
preparation costs, Peel Regional Council abruptly voted to cancel the Peel Energy Recovery Centre as its 
go-to waste management measure for the future.  
  

http://www.no-burn.org/downloads/Rod-Muir-Peeling-away-layers-from-WTE.pdf


 

 
 
The surprise decision came Oct. 22, when Peel Regional Council voted 17-5 to cancel the procurement 
process for the waste incinerator, the cost of which ranged between $580 million to as much as $634 
million. Instead, city staff is being directed to develop a new plan to take the region’s waste diversion 
from 45 to 75 per cent by 2034.  It was determined that the energy recovery centre may no longer be 
feasible for this new target. 
  
The proposed centre had been set to come online around 2021.  
  
During the special meeting, the ballooning costs of the Peel Energy Recovery Centre became clearer to 
council. When originally proposed in November 2011, a 200,000 tons per year facility was said to cost 
more than $241 million or about $1.2 million per design ton. The 250,000 tone per year size finally 
recommended was now going to cost some $634 million or about $2.5 million per design ton, an increase 
of more than 100 per cent. 
  
Following the special meeting, Mississauga’s Ward 5 councillor Carolyn Parrish released a statement 
about the energy centre’s cancellation.  
“I had serious concerns about PERC because of its potential impact on the community of Malton, 
particularly in regards to increased truck traffic through already-congested routes as garbage trucks 
carried waste from all over Peel to the incinerator,” Parrish states on her political website.  
  
“I worked hard to see that PERC was cancelled and look forward to working on Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
programs to reduce our environmental footprint,” adds Parrish. 
  
One delegate pointed out to council that the cost to produce a single megawatt of power at the new 
Green Electron Natural gas plant in St. Clair Township, Ont., would cost just $1.3 million per megawatt. 
The Peel Energy Recovery Centre, by comparison, would cost about $32 million per megawatt. 
  
Meanwhile, the cost of landfill has fallen from a projected $169 per ton, including transportation, down 
to less than $130 per ton, a decrease of more than 35 per cent.  
  
Peel Council’s decision came as the result of a motion introduced by Michael Palleschi, a Brampton 
Regional Councillor and newly-appointed Chair of Peel's Waste Management Strategic Advisory 
Committee. The motion arose during a simple approval of minutes for a previous special meeting of 
regional council.  
  
The decision to hold the latest special regional council meeting was driven by, among other forces, a high 
rate of turnover during the 2014 election, which saw 11 of 21 regional councillors replaced, as well as all 
three mayors, although two had previously served as regional councillors.  
  
Councilor Palleschi noted the challenge in his motion, stating that:  
  
“[…] The amount of garbage under a 75 per cent diversion target is projected to be in the order of 
150,000 tonnes per year, and the composition of the garbage may be materially different under a 75 per 
cent diversion target than under a 60 per cent target.” 
  
Rod Muir 
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